DECEMBER, 2009
HELEN RODMAN'S book, With Dearest Love (ISBN 9780984244928) was published by Cedar Creek Publishing, December 2009. It is a limited-edition legacy book that features a collection of her essays, poetry, and letters covering the years 1936-2009.

NOVEMBER, 2009
SARAH COLLINS HONENBERGER was awarded "Honorary Membership" in the statewide Virginia Writers Club on Saturday, November 7, 2009, "For her many years of professional guidance, leadership and mentoring at the Chapter and State level of the Virginia Writers Club. As a proficient and consistently disciplined writer, she has been rewarded with many honors and publishing successes and can now attest to having a career in writing. However, she still makes time to assist and mentor those entering the field by serving as an editor, writing coach, contest judge, and writing workshop presenter. It is a rare privilege and honor to have someone this successful who still personally engages in serving our Club members and also serves as an ambassador for our Club mission throughout the Commonwealth and United States."

RACHEL NORMENT's essay, "Amazing! Dream Revelations" is appearing in the current issue of the national journal Dream Network (Vol. 28, No.2,3). A review of Rachel's book, Guided by Dreams: Breast Cancer, Dreams, and Transformation, is available in the current issue of the quarterly journal of the Dutch Association for the Study of Dreams, Droomjournaal. One of Rachel's mandala drawings is featured on the cover of Droomjournaal.

PHYLLIS KOCH-SHERAS has a watercolor exhibit entitled, "Toward the Light," at the Bozart Gallery on 211 West Main Street in Charlottesville, VA, from November 6-29, 2009. The exhibit will focus on Phyllis' internal and external process of noticing and creating light in her own life and for others. On November 27 at 5:30 PM, Phyllis will read her poems - all inspirations for the paintings and by the paintings.

JNANAM MACISAAC was the winner of the "Green Poems" contest, sponsored by the Virginia Arts of the Book Center, Virginia Foundation for the Humanities, for her poem, "pesticidal." Her poem was published for one week on the Poetry Daily website, and it will be compiled into a limited-edition letterpress broadside by VABC artists in the spring of 2010.

ELIZABETH SOLOMON's poem, "Burning the Garage," was published in the Fall, 2009 issue of Plainsongs (Hastings, NE).


Blue Ridge Writers' Chapter-Level
2009 VWC Golden Nib Contest Winners

Congratulations LINN HARRISON* - Linn's entry won FIRST PLACE in the Statewide 2009 VWC Golden Nib Contest!

FICTION
1st - Gary Kessler "Between Heaven and Hell"
2nd - Carolyn McGrath "The Lowest Circle"
3rd (tie) - Randy Salzman "The Wiseman Trophy"
3rd (tie) - Charles McAlpine "Four Raisins"

NONFICTION
*1st - Linn Harrison "Driving Home from Hot Springs"
2nd - Victoria Britton "The Angels of Bamberg"
3rd (tie) - Jack Trammell "I-95 Nation"
3rd (tie) - Elizabeth Solomon 
"Journey West and Everywhere"

POETRY
1st - Brian Giemza "Indigena"
2nd - Lena Cantrell McNicholas "Decisions"
3rd (tie) - Carol Landy "Sibling Rivalry"
3rd (tie) - Leonard Tuchyner "Planting Seeds"
