DECEMBER, 2010
DOWN PENS - Helen D. Rodman, charter member of the club, passed away December 31, 2010. She was the author of two books. In 1999, Helen published From this Day Forward - Memoirs of An Attache Wife, a book that traces the diplomatic and personal life of the Rodman family through the years of World War II up to her husband's retirement from the United States Foreign Service. Filled with recollections of people and events, it is a memoir of an American family living in other countries keeping the values that allowed then in Helen's words, "to grow to maturity in the security of home, free of social and economic prejudices." In 2009, as a gift to children, grandchildren and friends, Helen published With Dearest Love,  a collection of short stories, essays and remembrances, including poetry by her husband.
Linda Levokove read from her new book at the December 2, 2010 Streetlight Poetry Series event at C'ville Coffee.

[image: image1.jpg]



Elizabeth Doyle Solomon's second book of poetry, The Steering Wheel Poems, was released in December, 2010 by Cedar Creek Publishing. The book features photos on the cover and interior pages by her husband Bill. The book is available from Cedarcreekauthors.com, Amazon.com, or from Elizabeth.



Matt Stowell (Alexander Lowell) appeared at Random Row Books on December 4, 2010 to read and sign copies of his recently published books, The Look of Love, a poetry collection, and Roll Away the Stone, the first in a mystery series.

Sara Robinson, Linda Levokove, and Elizabeth Solomon were among a room full of authors who participated in the first "Meet the Authors Book Signing Event" at the Elkton Welcome Center on December 4, 2010. They participated in an evening of readings following the event.

Roulhac Toledano hosted the Blue Ridge Writers holiday party in her home on December 15, 2010.

NOVEMBER, 2010
Gary Kessler was the guest speaker for the November 17, 2010 meeting of the Blue Ridge Writers and addressed the topic, "Riding the Wave: E-Booking," sharing his experiences under the female pen names of Olivia Stowe and Gena Drew.
 
Judith Grissmer was awarded First Place in Poetry for her poem, "Late Garden Days," and Jody Hobbs Hesler was awarded Third Place in Fiction for her story, "Used to be Famous," in the statewide 2010 VWC Golden Nib Writing. Their awards were presented at the November 13, 2010 VWC Annual Meeting & Awards Banquet at the Mount Vernon Inn in Alexandria, VA.
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Lena McNicholas read from her new book at the Christ Episcopal Church on November 6, 2010.

Sally Honenberger was part of a five member mini-author panel on November 10, 2010 at the meeting of the Friends of the Fluvanna County Library in Palmyra, VA.

Linda Levokove appeared at The Senior Center in Charlottesville on November 12 to read from and discuss her latest book.

OCTOBER, 2010



Lena McNicholas was the guest speaker for the October 27, 2010 meeting of the Blue Ridge Writers and discussed the creation of her memoir, Patchwork.



Linda Levokove appeared at Over the Moon bookstore in Crozet, Virginia on October 29 for a reading and book signing of her new book, Walk on the Heart Side.

SEPTEMBER, 2010
David Black's new book of poetry, The Clown in the Tent, is now available. David was the guest speaker at the Sept. 1, 2010 meeting of the Friends of the Fluvanna County Library in Palmyra, Virginia.

Lena McNicholas read excerpts from her new book Patchwork at New Dominion Bookshop.
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Linda Levokove's. book of love poems, Walk on the Heart Side, was published by Cedar Creek Publishing, September, 2010, and is now available at Cedarcreekauthors.com, Amazon.com, or direct from Linda.




AUGUST, 2010
Jack Trammell was a workshop presenter at the Hanover Book Festival - "Making Local History Come Alive," Mechanicsville, VA. August 7, 2010.

P.M.H. Atwater, L.H.D. announced she will have a new book published in January, 2011 - Near-Death Experience: The Rest of the Story, hardcover, Hampton/Red Wheel. Her book I Died Three Times in 1977 - The Complete Story is available as an e-book on Kindle.

Elizabeth Solomon's poetry book, The Steering Wheel Poems, has been submitted and accepted for publication by Cedar Creek Publishing in November, 2010.

JULY, 2010
Lena McNicholas was a presenter at "Breaks of the Mountain" for a group of teachers and writers who teach Appalachian Studies, July 20-22, 2010.
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(2010 Blue Ridge Golden Nib Writing Contest Winners. Front row from left: Jody Hesler, Elizabeth Solomon, Leonard Tuchyner, and Carol Landy. Back row, from left: Sigrid Mirabella, Judith Grissmer, Gary Kessler, and Paul Johnson. Not pictured, Randy Salzman. July 28, 2010. Photo by Linda Layne.) 
On July 28th, the winners of the Blue Ridge Chapter Golden Nib Writing Contest were announced and presented with awards at the monthly meeting of the Blue Ridge Chapter. The awards were followed by an "Open Mic Night" where winners read from their winning entries and other members of the Blue Ridge Chapter shared from their recent work. Congratulations to our 2010 winners!
POETRY:  
1st Place - "Late Garden Days" by Judith Grissmer
2nd Place - "Echoes" by Carol Landy
3rd  Place (TIE) - "Borderland" by Leonard Tuchyner
"Capturing Love in the Back Pasture" by Sigrid Mirabella
FICTION: 
1st Place - "Used to be Famous" by Jody Hesler
2nd Place - "Becoming Africa" by Gary Kessler
3rd Place - "The Face of Evil (#1)" by Paul Johnson
NONFICTION:  
1st Place - "The House of Boltman" by Elizabeth Solomon
2nd Place - "Media Market Failure" by Randy Salzman
3rd Place - "The Perfect Couple" by Gary Kessler
 

JUNE, 2010
Congratulations to SARA ROBINSON whose memoir, Love Always, Hobby and Jessie, was recently published.
The Staunton-Waynesboro-August (SWAG) writers, a sub-chapter of the Blue Ridge Writers, held its first reading series on June 16th at the Irish Alley Restaurant & Pub in Staunton, VA. Since it was Bloomsday, the festivities kicked off with a short reading from James Joyce's Ulysses. About 30 people were entertained by readings from Alan Christy (Staunton poet, instructor at Mary Baldwin College) and Domnica Radulescu (author, Train to Trieste and Black Sea Twilight). In addition to future readings, SWAG plans to hold seminars, workshops, and open mic nights. Contact SWAG organizer, Cliff Garstang, at cgarstang@aol.com.

MAY, 2010
PMH Atwater, LHD - Article, "Dee Dee, the Educated Rat" featured in Light of Consciousness Magazine, Summer Edition, 2010.  Russian publisher, Stigmarion, will release three of Atwater's books in May. She will be flying to Moscow to help with promotions. The three books are: Coming Back to Life, Beyond the Light, and The New Children and Near-Death Experiences. Atwater continues to do radio interviews and has a full slate of trips to give talks and presentations in Maryland, Moscow, Kentucky, Quebec, Colorado and Virginia Beach, Virginia. She is also exploring self-publishing on Kindle. To learn more about PMH Atwater, visit her website: www.pmhatwater.com.

MARCH, 2010
Considering a contest? It might just land you a book contract. Blue Ridge Chapter member and past president SARAH COLLINS HONENBERGER's third novel has been purchased by AmazonEncore, the brand new "traditional" publishing arm of Amazon.com. An August 2010 release to bookstores and online in trade paper and ebook, initial pre-order information for Catcher,Caught as the 15th book in their 2010 catalog is at http://bit.ly/btByLV. More details will be added as production decisions are finalized. An excerpt from the novel can be read at www.readhonenberger.com.
        Honenberger recommends the Amazon Breakthrough Novel Award for anyone with a polished manuscript who hasn't been able to snag an agent, though the 2010 contest closed in February - http://bit/ly/LOTK. Last year Honenberger entered her 76,000 word manuscript about a 16-year-old boy with leukemia in the second ABNA contest along with the required first 5,000 word public excerpt, a bio, and a 300 word pitch. Industry professionals from Publishers Weekly and Penguin Putnam selected 500 quarterfinalists and 100 semi-finalists, including Honenberger's Catcher, Caught. Reviews from PW were posted along with those of Amazon readers, and will be reposted at the Amazon.com order link later this year. "Feedback from the judges and readers on the excerpt and my pitch were invaluable to my final edit," Honenberger says. "And several other contestants received offers from editors and agents because of the free publicity the contest generated." The winner was awarded a publishing contract with Penguin Putnam.
        "I'm thrilled with the AmazonEncore deal. It's actually better than the big six because Amazon has the insider track on marketing. Higher than traditional royalties, a publicist assigned to the novel, and its own marketing plan with cutting edge online promotion. It's every writer's dream," Honenberger says. "While I love the writing challenge itself--the creation of the characters, the pull of the storyline, the anguish of the conflicts--it's particularly satisfying that a big publisher with marketing muscle is willing to back this novel after my fifteen-year investment in writing as a second career. But I could never have done it without the support and encouragement of Cedar Creek Publishing for my first two novels, and the friendship and feedback from Blue Ridge Chapter members and the Virginia Writer's Club."
        Honenberger will moderate the March 20 Virginia Festival of the Book panel on "Contests" at the Omni Hotel at noon. She will be available at the Cedar Creek Publishing table in the atrium on Saturday morning and the Writers House table from 3 to 5 pm that afternoon.
        More information:  AmazonEncore


FEBRUARY, 2010
The poem "Feeders" by LENA MCNICHOLAS was selected for publication in the Anthology of Appalachian Writers, Silas House Volume to be published in 2010. Although LYNN YOUNG's poem, "My Hometown," will not be published in the anthology, she is pleased it reached the second-tier judging level.

JANUARY, 2010
Thanks to Gary Kessler (contest coordinator), we introduced another new contest for our Chapter members-- the Winter Writing Contest. Below are the winners from our recent event. Spread the word and stay tuned as we announce more contests in the near future. 

FICTION
(Shared First Place)
Jack Trammell, "The Christmas Convict"
Gary Kessler, "What to Do with Rusty"

NONFICTION
(First Place)
Elizabeth Doyle Solomon, "A Late Christmas for Timmy"
(Second Place)
Gail South, "Memories Lost"

POETRY
(Shared First Place)
Lena Cantrell McNicholas, "Christmas Eve"
Elizabeth Doyle Solomon, "Christmas Doll"
